Se capturaron en diciembre de 2010 un total de ciento trece especímenes, larvas y adultos, de Equulites klunzingeri en las costas de la ciudad de Mascate (Omán), golfo de Omán Estas capturas representan la primera cita para el golfo de Omán ampliando su área de distribusión y sugiere la existencia de una población estable de la especie.
Introduction
The general morphological characters of the members of the family Leiognathidae are silver coloration, small sized body (usually 300 mm SL) laterally compressed. They are known as ponyfishes or slipmouths due to have highly protractible mouth, which protract either dorsally, rostrally, or ventrorostrally (Kimura et al., 2003 (Kimura et al., , 2005 . Family Leiognathidae has been reviewed by James (1978) , Kühlmorgen-Hille (1974) , James (1984) , Jones (1985) , Shen and Lin (1985) , and Woodland et al. (2001) , and came to consist 3 genera and more than 25 species, since then the taxonomy of ponyfishes has changed significantly. Recently, many taxonomic changes have taken place including the discovery of novel taxa and the total number of species reached to approximately 47 species belonging to 9 genera .
Recently, the genus Equulites Fowler, 1904 has been resurrected within the family Leiognathidae to solve its taxonomic dilemma (Kimura et al., 2008; Chakrabarty & Sparks, 2008) . It is originally described by Folwer (1904) as a subgenus of Leiognathus in order to accommodate his newly described species Leiognathus vermiculatus Fowler, 1904 and L. virgatus Fowler, 1904 . Latter, this subgenus has been elevated to the generic level by Kimura et al. (2008) . Within the entire geographic range of the family Leiognathidae, the members of this genus have been widely distributed. All the members of the genus Equulites are sexually dimorphic with respect to light-organ volume and shape (Chakrabarty & Sparks, 2008) .
The members of the genus Equulites can be distinguished from the members of other genera of Leiognathidae in having following combination of characters: mouth protruding forward, an expansive translucent lateral stripe, triangular, cornucopia-shaped or trapezoidal patch on the flank in males, pigmentation pattern on the dorsal flank comprising speckles, and vermiculate markings or broad oblong markings that occasionally form open circular patterns.
The genus Equulites comprises nine species: E. absconditus from Northwest Pacific, Taiwan ; E. antongil (Sparks, 2006) from Western Indian Ocean, Madagascar (Eschmeyer, 2007) ; E. elongatus (Günther, 1874) from Indo-West Pacific: east coast of Africa and off southwest India, eastwards to the Philippines, north to Japan, south to Australia (Froese et al., 2010) ; E. klunzingeri (Steindachner, 1898) from Red Sea and Mediterranean Sea from Tunisia eastwards. Immigrant from the Red Sea through the Suez Canal were recorded (Por, 1978; Roux, 1986; Bilecenoglu et al., 2002; Golani et al., 2002) , E. laterofenestra (Sparks & Chakrabarty, 2007) from Western Pacific, Philippines (Sparks & Chakrabarty, 2007) (Randall et al., 2003) . 
Material and methods

Results and description
E. klunzingeri from the Sea of Oman has the following characteristics: body oblong, fairly compressed; distinctive protrucible mouth directed downward when protracted; straight profile in forehead and snout region or just barely weakly concave; posterior main part of body from the nape fairly convex; top of head with bony ridges; villiform teeth on jaw; absence of palatine and vomerine teeth; body almost fully covered with small scales; dorsal fin originating just posterior to a vertical though the base of pelvic-fin spine, with somewhat elongated second dorsal-fin spine (tip reaching to the mid-point of base of soft part of dorsal fin when appressed); scaly sheath covering soft parts of dorsal and anal fins. The specimens have the following coloration: body silverygrey with dark patches unevenly distributed over dorsal part; iris golden; belly white; dorsal-fin base black. The important character of the species is the pigmentation on dorsolateral body. The species has short oblique black lines on dorsolateral body above lateral line and black blotches and short vertical lines on upper lateral body just below the lateral line. E. klunzingeri has a demersal coastal marine life in the tropical seas around the world to 70 meters (Froese & Pauly, 2010) . It inhabits sandy or muddy bottom. This species feeds on bottom invertebrates which are captured with its protrusible mouth. It reproduces in the summer months and egg and larvae are planktonic (Roux, 1986) .Due its small size, this species usually is caught by trawl. E. klunzingeri was originally described from the Suez Bay, Red Sea by Steindachner (1898) . Through the Suez Canal, E. klunzingeri immigrated to the Mediterranean Sea where it has been recorded from Tunisia eastward (Roux, 1986 ). This species is among the Red Sea fish species that are widely distributed (Gücü, et al., 1993) . In the Meditrerranean Sea, it has been recorded from several places, Ben-Tuvia (1978) reported E. klunzingeri from the southern coasts of Sicily, Avsar et al. (1988) Steindachner (1898) in his original description of the species (104 mm). Golani et al. (2002) and Golani et al. (2006) have mentioned a range of 40-80 mm with maximum total length of 110 mm. On the other hand, the specimen of Dulčić & Pallaoro (2002) was 85 mm in total length. It is obvious that the lower limit of the total length of our specimens is the lower total length ever recorded for this species and the upper limit is within the range given by other authors. Comparing our specimens of E. klunzingeri with the single specimen obtained by Dulčić & Pallaoro (2002) , it is obvious that all body measurements of the specimen of Dulčić & Pallaoro (2002) fall within the range obtained in the present study for those proportions. The preorbital length of the specimen of Dulčić & Pallaoro (2002) lies near the upper range given for this character by the present study. However, postorbital length, eye diameter, predorsal length, body depth and pectoral fin length of Dulčić & Pallaoro (2002) specimen fall on the lower limit of the range obtained for these characters in the present study (Table 1) .
There are several factors that might stop recording E. klunzingeri from the Sea of Oman previously. Among these we can reside on (i) the lack of sampling in the area prevents the regular detection of this species in the Sea of Oman although it has been present since the postglacial re colonization of the Sea of Oman by marine fish and has been overlooked in the past; (ii) due to global change, a recent natural colonization along the northern coast of the Indian Ocean has been taken place; (iii) the Sea of Oman is the only way leading to the Persian Gulf which is considered as one of the busiest waterways in the world and ballast water from ships is a possible. The capture during this study should not be regarded as accidental as 113 individuals were collected which indicate the presence of a self-sustaining population of this species in the Sea of Oman. Thus, it is possible to decide that E. klunzingeri is a natural element of the ichthyofauna of the Sea of Oman.
